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Dear RW,

Last Wednesday the Oakland Tribune
made a startling new breakthru, it dis-
covered PUNK!

“PUNK ROCK-—Does it promote ra-
cism? No one is ready to link the racial
killings in Atlanta to punk rock music
but many critics think this music has
contributed to a resurgence of racism
among teenagers..."

It ends up with "It's too bad many
young punkers don’t remember Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr., the civil rights move-
ment or why affirmative action rules
were written."

The MOTHERFUCKING nerve of
these creeps, or as the Specials would
say, "It's all a load of bollocks!™ This at-
tack on the new music which is diverse

May 29, 1981—Rovolutlonary Worker—Page 19

Correspondence to the RW

Angry Punk Rockers

. Expose

Media Attacks

in form and content and largely charac-
terized by REBELLION, actually tries to
pin the sickness and misery and murder
of this system on one of the most rebel-
lious sections of its slaves, the youth.
Makes you want to puke.

That this article should appear 80
soon after May Day, in an area where
there were about 4 May 1st concerts,
not to mention the punks that marched
in the Mission is probably no coinci-
dence. Or that written in Washington
for Field Newspaper syndicate, it ran in
an Oakland paper, where thousands of
black youth are coming into political
life, many thru the Atlanta kkkillings.
And the Imperialists are still reeling
from Brixton: btack, white and brown
youth fighting, not each other, but the
scum-dogs of the state. (How horrible—
could this happen elsewhere?) No
doubt they become understandably
nauseous when thelir spies tell them of

two-tone ska bands singing revolution-
ary songs to increasingly two-tone au-
diences, dancing to tunes like “Bristol
and Miami" which link the righteous re-
bellions in these two geographically
distant cities.
. Ditferent punkers expressed outrage
to this article and some saw it as just
one of the many attacks on new music
and youth, which have included fre-
quent police attacks at concerts not to
mention the closing of more than a few
progressive format radio stations. A
small group of us, revolutionaries and
revolutionary musicians, black and
white went to the Trib office to expose
their lie$, demand a retraction and to
say let this rebel music wail, from the
suburbs to the ghettos busting thru na-
tional borders, shattering the sound
barrier. This one nervous cop looked at
our hair, sunglasses and clothes and
then at the AW's under someone’s arm
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